
 

Etowah High School Band 

6565 Putnam Ford Drive, Woodstock, GA 30189 

Phone: (228) 731-5522    Fax: (770) 926-4157 

Email: stephen.long@cherokeek12.net 

Parents/Guardians/Students, 

I wanted to send some important information to you about the Chicago Thanksgiving Day Parade. Many 

of you have asked about the status of it, and while the parade is still scheduled to happen, I feel it is 

better for our program and families to delay participation until Thanksgiving 2021. We have several 

families feeling the effects of layoffs and many are looking at furloughs in the coming months. We also 

are unsure if CCSD will still allow travel in the coming year for school groups. If we continued with the 

trip past this point we would risk money being lost. Our goal is to have as many students participate and 

experience this as possible, and with the immediate future uncertain, this just isn’t feasible for some 

families. 

At times like this it is important to prioritize expenses and focus on essentials. Marching Band, 

Orchestra, Concert Band, and Winter Guard are core activities students need access to. When the 

economy and travel become more reliable we will explore additional opportunities for our students to 

participate.  

Moving forward, we will be working to send out 100% refunds to those that have paid money towards 

the Chicago trip in the coming days. The timing of our decision was made to avoid any loss of funds for 

parents, students, and our program. We will be refunding 100% of monies paid and not applying money 

to marching band payments to help keep the financial side of things cleaner and easier to document. 

You can then make payments towards your marching band fees in a manner that works best for your 

family. 

This decision did not come easy, but we feel very strongly this is the right call for our program. These are 

uncertain times and our families come first. Things will get better, and together we will still be able to 

make music and support our community! 

What an amazing time it will be when we are all back together, I can’t wait! 

 

Musically, 

Stephen Long 

Director of Instrumental Music, Etowah High School 

6565 Putnam Ford Drive, Woodstock, GA 30189 

Stephen.long@cherokeek12.net 

(678) 383-9225 


